
The Ohio State School for the Blind, (OSSB) 
is excited to be partnering with The 
Adaptive Adventure Sports Coalition 
(TAASC www.taasc.org) in Columbus, Ohio 
to provide adventure opportunities for our 
students. TAASC’s mission is geared 
toward enhancing “the quality of life for 
people with disabilities by providing sports 
and recreational activities, and to offer 
opportunities for empowerment through 
education, leadership, and training in 
collaboration with community-based 
organizations.” 
 

Last winter, a group of seven OSSB high 
school students experienced the thrill of 
downhill skiing at Snow Trails, in 
Mansfield, Ohio. After initial instruction on 
how to turn, control their speed and most 
importantly how to stop; students took to 
the slopes with the help of OSSB adapted 
physical education instructors, Alison 
Brewer-Wood and Jim Peterfish and 
volunteers from TAASC.  OSSB 12th grader, 
Hien N. wrote, “I was excited, but scared 
at the same time, because it was my first 
time going skiing…Overall, I think it was a 
very good experience.  I’m looking forward 
to the next ski trip.” 
 

In September, two groups of OSSB 
students joined TAASC volunteers for 
kayaking at the Adventure Center in 

Powell, Ohio. After training in OSSB’s 
indoor pool with actual kayaks, 
students were transported to Twin 
Lakes, located north of Columbus, to 
test their new skills.   On the pool deck 
the students learned the basic body 
position and hand placement on the 
double paddle.  Once in the water 
students practiced the basic paddling 
techniques; forward, right, left, 
backward and stopping.    
 

“Having the advantage of  practicing 
entering and exiting the kayak and 
getting the feel of how much it rolls 
side to side in the pool was a great 
advantage to the students prior to 
going out on the open water,” noted 
Peterfish.  Students displaying 
confidence and proper skills were sent 
out in individual kayaks while those 
needing more assistance doubled with 
an instructor or volunteer.  The 
Kayaking experience incorporated 
components of spatial awareness, 
directionality, fitness and recreation all 
in one unit. It was a safe and successful 
experience for students of all levels in a 
beautiful out-of-doors setting. 
 

Our next adventure with our friends at 
TAASC will be skiing in January and 
February, 2013. 
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OSSB Partners with TAASC for Adventure          Mr. Peterfish/Mrs. Kaplan 

Happy Birthday, Louis Braille 

                                                           Pr incipal  Deb Mil ler  

Superintendent  Cynthia  M. Johnson  

Upcoming 
Events 

 2/5 – Leo Club 
meets at lunch 

 2/12 – Chocolate 
Fair! 

 2/18 – 
President’s Day 

     NO SCHOOL 
 

 Did you know that January is recognized 
as National Braille Literacy Month?  
January was chosen because it is the birth 
month of Louis Braille, inventor of the 
system of raised dots that has made it 
possible for people who are blind to read 
and write independently. For more 
information, check out the Louis Braille 
Museum on the AFB website.  

http://www.taasc.org/
http://www.afb.org/LouisBrailleMuseum/
http://www.afb.org/LouisBrailleMuseum/
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Reading Survey at OSSB                                          Danni, OSSB Student 

Books are amazing.  I should know because 
I read them all of the time.  Here at OSSB 
there is a wide variety of people and 
interests, and I wanted to know if any of 
them liked to read as much as I do.  I made 
a survey asking ten different questions 
about books, and interviewed people to get 
some results.  Most of my interviewees 
were teachers that are women, although 
there are two boys; a student and one a 
male teacher.   
 

I found out from my results that many 
people liked nonfiction, fiction, historical 
fiction, and suspense (this seems to be are 
reoccurring theme here at OSSB).  I know 
that a lot of people like audio books so one 
of my questions that I asked was, “Do you 
read books in the light or dark?”  The 
visually impaired students read books in 
the dark, but the adult teachers (minus 
one) read with the light on. Since blind 
people can't see and picture the real thing 

happening (since most have never seen 
before), it occurred to me to ask what kind 
of feelings they have while reading a book?  
Most people said that they have a lot of 
feelings, including a burst of adrenaline if 
there is a big scene.   
 

Another piece of information that came out 
of this survey was the amount of books 
people read in a one year period.  Of all of 
the teachers, Ms. Fadem, our Spanish 
teacher at OSSB had the largest amount of 
books with a grand tot al of 42 books.  Our 
most well-read student was Na’Kita with a 
total of 30 books. 
With my final results I came to the 
conclusion that there are so many different 
kinds of people with different kinds of 
reading habits that it's difficult to 
generalize.  Even though we're all different, 
it's good to know that we can all enjoy a 
good book. 
 

Welcome, Ms. Campbell                   Shitaria, OSSB Student 

I sat down and talked to the new secretary, 
Ms. Campbell who is from Columbus, Ohio.  
She has 3 boys.  They are 14, 11, and 8.  In 
her spare time, she enjoys reading.  Ms. 
Campbell likes R&B and Oldies.  Her 
favorite singer is Ledisi and her favorite TV 
show is Law & Order.  Ms. Campbell’s 

favorite fruit is bananas.  She has a dog 
named Buckeye.  She went to college at 
Columbus State University.  Finally, Ms. 
Campbell said she loves O.S.S.B because 
she likes to meet all the new students and 
staff.  
 
  

When she isn’t reading books, 
Danni enjoys being an OSSB 
Cheerleader. 

 

What are they 
reading at OSSB? 

 
The Light Between 
Oceans by M.L. Stedman 

~ Ms. Fadem 
 

Freedom  
by Jonathan Franzen 
 ~Mrs. Saxton 
 

Candide 
by Voltaire 
 ~Sarah H. 
 

Keeping Faith 
by Jodi Piccoult 
 ~ Danielle G. 
 
 

Thank you Delta Gamma                                                      
 

Mrs. Peirano and the students and staff of OSSB would like to 
thank the women of the National Delta Gamma Fraternity for 
organizing thousands of Boxtops for Education.  The staff of their 
organization cut, counted, packaged and mailed all of our 
donated Boxtops and helped us to earn over $500 for elementary 
projects here at OSSB. And we have started to receive Boxtops 
from their members across the state who are now supporting 
this project.  Their student members also regularly volunteer in 
our classrooms and help out with projects here at school.  We 
are very grateful to them for their help and invite all of you to 
continue sending in your Boxtops for Education.                                         

                 

Students in Mrs. Koehler’s science classes have 
been busy with hands-on projects.  In the photo 
at left, students present their volcanoes, while 
students in the other photo dissect owl pellets. 
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Rise Above Chapter at OSSB                            Mrs. Kaplan/Rise Above OSSB Chapter 

  Some members of Rise Above – OSSB Chapter 

Students Set Stage for Positive Change              Mrs. Croyle/Jason, OSSB Student 
 “What if everybody did that?” is a phrase 

you will see and hear in the halls of OSSB.  
It all started with one student reading one 
book with one teacher.   
 

Jason T., an elementary student at OSSB 
was reading the book, What if Everybody 
Did That? by Ellen Javernick.  He thought 
that the whole school could benefit from 
knowing what was in this book.  He led his 
class and suggested that his teacher could 
share the book with all of the other 
elementary classes.    Each class created a 

poster to share their ideas of the positive 
changes that could happen if “everybody 
did something good”.  These posters were 
then displayed in the hallways for 
everyone to see.  A few high school 
students saw the posters and were 
interested in creating one – so they did.  
 

Be sure and take a stroll through the halls 
of OSSB to see the documentation of their 
learning.  The environment is becoming 
another teacher, thanks to one of OSSB’s 
own creative thinkers, Jason.   
 

Poster created by students and Mrs. Croyle 

Here at OSSB, several of the students 
go to Whetstone High School, which 
is located in Columbus, Ohio. They go 
there several periods per day to 
explore a new school setting and to 
take more advanced classes.  I 
interviewed a couple of the students 
and they had a lot to say about 
Whetstone.  
 

Na’Kita takes Spanish III, English Lit & 
Comp, and concert band. I asked her 
if she has made new friends and she 
told me that she has met many 

friends in different classes. Na’kita said 
that she thinks the teachers are nice and 
she is learning quite a bit. She also said 
that it is hard traveling around Whetstone 
because it’s just her first year there.   
 

Next, I interviewed Boniface. He takes 
History, English 10, and Biology. I asked 
Boniface what he doesn’t like about 
Whetstone and he said that he believes the 
building isn’t as comfortable as OSSB. He 
reports that he has many friends, and he 
also said he gets homework assignments 
about twice a week.  
 

Last but not least, I interviewed 
Ben. At Whetstone, he takes 
French, and World Studies. Ben 
said with the amount of vision he 
has, it isn’t really that hard 
traveling around Whetstone. His 
teachers sometimes ask other 
students to help Ben with some of 
his assignments, and he has made 
friends by doing that.  
 

I learned that Whetstone is a very 
nice, safe place to learn. Maybe 
someday I could go to Whetstone.  
 

This fall, students at OSSB have formed a 
new after-school group that focuses on 
reducing bullying, and making a positive 
change in our school community. The 
OSSB Chapter of Rise Above was started 
by 9th grade student and Director, 
Brendon with help from 12th grader 
Megan who is the Assistant Director.   
 

Mrs. Shannon Mangon of Thornville, Ohio 
and founder of Rise Above created the 
group in memory of her daughter Lauren, 
who was bullied throughout her life. 
 

The OSSB group meets once a month after 
school, guided by Mrs. Mangon’s lessons.  
Brendon and Megan report that the OSSB 

Chapter “has been going strong for four 
months now and are continuing to ‘stay 
alive’.  We have had some fun meetings 
where we have made our own Rise Above 
bracelets, and we have made Christmas 
ornaments around the Holiday season. 
That was a very fun craft to do.”   
 

In a recent note, Shannon Mangon wrote, 
"Welcome to all the newest Rise Above 
members in our OSSB Chapter! We are so 
excited that you are taking a stand against 
bullying in your school. Remember, 
change begins with YOU! Giving kindness 
in return for hate is tough but gets easier 
with practice. Never give up!" 

For more information about Rise 
Above, go to their website:  
http://www.riseabovelkw.com/  

 

The Whetstone Experience                                                                             Rae’Don, OSSB Student 

http://www.riseabovelkw.com/
http://www.riseabovelkw.com/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life On The Farm with Low Vision            Taylor, OSSB Student 

Ohio State School for the Blind 
5220 N. High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43214 

Phone: 614-752-1359                        
Fax:     614-752-1713 

We are on the Web! 

www.ossb.oh.gov 

Life is always a challenge when you are 
low vision. But life on a farm while being 
low vision is a completely different 
ballgame. Taking care of animals is really 
difficult. 
 

While taking care of goats, you must 
survive the rampage of animals hungry for 
food and manage to get the feed to its 
destination without spilling it or letting 
mischievous goats eat it. Cleaning the stall 
is a hard job, not to mention unbearably 
stinky. You must get all of the goats out of 
the stall and tie them to whatever you can 
find, without letting them loose. If one 
does escape, it will get this idea that it is 
the king or queen of the world and you 
find yourself running about the yard trying 
to catch the runaway. Then to make 
matters worse your dog gets this bright 
idea to help you chase the scared-to-death 
goat. Once you get the screaming goat 
and tie it up, then you must start cleaning 
the disgusting, moldy, and rotting stall.  
 

So you go to get your tools - a wheel 
barrel, horse shovel and fork (not the one 
you eat with). The only problem is finding 
them because try as you might they 
always get put somewhere other than 
where they belong by your family 
members. 
 

After you find them and clean the stall you 
clean the water bucket and put your finger 
into it as you turn the water on so you 
don’t get the water flooding the barn. 
When you finish the task you go to put 

wood shavings on the ground and look to 
make sure that you had not missed any 
dirty hay. After spreading the shavings 
around you feel to make sure that all is 
clean and tidy, and then you release your 
goats (that think they are in prison) one by 
one into their stall. 
 

Now, you look at the cows (boy cows are 
really called steers), and don’t let their 
cute faces deceive you for they are truly 
dangerous little devils! I tell you that they 
are dangerous because as a low vision 
farmer, you could be filling up their water 
bucket and out of nowhere they come 
running at you rocking their heads like 
some heavy metal rock star. Their 
intentions are not to entertain you but 
harm you, and you have to defend 
yourself or they will tear you to bits! You 
feel around for a stick or a rod to smack 
him with. A cow’s snout is the most 
sensitive spot in the whole body so you 
give him a good whack just as he rams into 
you with his big head. A steer will not give 
up a fight easily. Sometimes he might give 
up if you’re lucky, and other times you 
find yourself running for your life to the 
nearest exit. Once you clear the fence he 
snorts as if to say, “Don’t come back 
unless you have a treat! Other times you 
are still in the fence laughing at him for 
your victory and say, “Ha, and you thought 
you could mess with me! Well not this 
time!” 

 

That is my life on a farm with low vision - 
full of adventure, hardship and fun. 
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“…they are dangerous 
because as a low 
vision farmer, you 
could be filling up their 
water bucket and out 
of nowhere they come 
running at you rocking 
their heads like some 
heavy metal rock 
star.” 
 

Wrestlers and Cheerleaders Welcome Indiana & Kentucky Athletes 


